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Synopsis

This panoramic analysis of the condition of Western societies has been hailed as a classic. This first
English edition has taken its place as a core text of contemporary sociology alongside earlier
typifications of society as postindustrial and current debates about the social dimensions of the
postmodern. Underpinning the analysis is the notion of the “risk societyA¢a -A . The changing
nature of societyA¢a -A s relation to production and distribution is related to the environmental
impact as a totalizing, globalizing economy based on scientific and technical knowledge becomes

more central to social organization and social conflict.

Customer Reviews

This is a challenging book with a bold thesis which fully deserves the widespread attention it has
provoked since its publication. In it Beck not only sets out a philosophically informed sociological
theory of contemporary Western societies but also provides a framework within which environmental
politics can be understood, explained and developed. While firm in criticising those who claim
Western societies are "postmodern,” Beck also offers an immanent critique of modernity’s failed
promises. What Beck claims is that contemporary society is at the cusp of a transition between
"industrial society" and "risk society..".. To conclude, "risk society" could be viewed as the "morning
after" the industrial night(mare) before, with "reflexive modernization" as the "hair of the dog," a
necessary but not sufficient condition for dealing with risk. A sobering analysis

indeed!Environmental Politics
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